
YOUNG RESEARCHERS OPPORTUNITY

Are you a young person in Dumfries and Galloway? Interested in journalism, and getting involved with
your local heritage? Looking for paid opportunities? This might be for you!

And Then Come the Nightjars is an award-winning
play about the foot-and-mouth crisis of 2001. The
production will relocate the play to Dumfries and
Galloway, one of the hardest hit areas of the
epidemic aiming to reach audiences across the
south of Scotland who suffered the disease’s
ramifications. 

ABOUT THE PROJECT:

THE ARCHIVE:

As we build up to the production next year, we are working on a variety of ways for the community to
get involved in a meaningful and impactful way. One of our ideas is to create a digital archive that is
accessible to anyone to look at and learn from, and we are hoping to work with farmers, vets and
others affected by the epidemic. The archive will become a living piece of local history and a way of
exploring what happened, how the community was affected and reflecting on how we can recover
from this current pandemic.

 

An example of a similar project produced by Wonder Fools can be
seen here.

The archive will include sound recordings of interviews with local people
conducted by two young researchers, as well as photographs of those
interviewed. The content will be hosted on a website that will be able to be
accessed globally for years to come. Interviews will be underscored by
music composed by local performance duo VanIves. 

https://549.scot/
https://open.spotify.com/artist/6KFpXJms1gsfFAayMjj7Tj


We are looking for 2 excellent young people aged 18 - 25  with an interest in journalism and/or
heritage/ local history to become researchers for the project. The successful applicants will work
with our Engagement Coordinator to plan and conduct interviews with farmers, vets, those working
in the agriculture sector and local residents as we look back on the past. The researchers will be
responsible for developing questions and having meaningful conversations with the farmers to
create some first-hand accounts for the archive. 

Interviews will take place in person and online during the October half term. The project will adhere at
all times to the most up to date government guidelines regarding Covid19. Travel expenses will be
provided where necessary in addition to the fee. Some planning sessions will be required at the
beginning of October, these will be arranged around your availability. Full support, training and
equipment will be available from Wonder Fools.

The archive will also be presented as an interactive
exhibition as part of the theatre production of And Then
Come the Nightjars at the Fullarton Theatre in February
2022. Audience members will be able to scan QR codes
found on objects from the show, using tablets to hear the
interviews from members of their own community
representing the real people behind the headlines and the
fictional characters in the show.

ABOUT THE ROLE:

Deadline: 23 September. 
Interviews via Zoom: 30 September - 2 October 2021

Dates required: 
Planning sessions (online): Week beginning 4 October 2021
Interviews: Weeks beginning 11th and 18th October 2021 (half term) Fee: £1000

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

INTERESTED? 

Fill in the application form here and we'll be in touch.

Got a question? Feel free to email Engagement Coordinator, Emrys Mordin at
emrys@wonderfools.org.

This project is funded by the Culture Recovery Fund for Heritage. The Culture Recovery Fund is being delivered by The National
Lottery Heritage Fund and Historic England, using funds provided by the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport.

 

Due to the project’s emphasis on the local community, applicants should be either from or based in
Dumfries and Galloway. Applicants should be between the ages of 18 & 25.

http://www.wonderfools.org/nightjarsarchive
mailto:emrys@wonderfools.org

